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Course Description:  

Well known semiotician Christian Metz said “A film is difficult to explain because it’s easy to understand.”  Introduction to Film will, at its core, explore Metz’s idea.  Students must learn to read a written text before they can derive any sort of meaning from it.  On some level, most people can understand a visual image even before they learn to speak.  Introduction to Film will explore the language of film both connotatively and denotatively.  That is to say, students will learn to analyze a film beyond its surface meaning by gaining knowledge of film aesthetics, technology, history, and theory.

Course Objectives:  

•To teach students the skill and value of film analysis.

•To teach students the language and aesthetics of film.

•To teach students to apply their analytical skills to critical as well as creative projects.

•To encourage an appreciation of film as a form of art.

Student Learning Outcomes:

Upon successful completion of this course students should be able to:
1.  Understand film as an art form worthy of aesthetic evaluation, incorporating theories from a diverse array of writers and thinkers.

2.  Exhibit a command of the language of film, such as point of view, camera angle, parallel editing, three-point lighting, mise en scene, montage, etc.

3.  Comprehend film history from a sociological, psychological, political, and economic perspective.

4.  Recognize the elements of film theory including but not limited to Feminist, Marxist, Existentialist, Post Modern and Freudian.

5.  Understand how technology shapes film history by studying advances in the fields of cinematography, sound design, and editing.

6.  Interact analytically and imaginatively with the texts we read and the films we view.

Length of Course:
44 lecture hours
Grading Method:
Letter grade (A-F) or Pass/No Pass
Prerequisites:
WR-121 or equivalent.

Required Text:
Monaco, James.  How to Read a Film:  Movies, Media, and Beyond.  



Fourth edition.  Oxford University Press, 2009.

Major Topic Outline:

I.
Film as Art

II.
Technology:  Image and Sound

III.
The Language of Film:  Signs and Syntax

IV.
The Shape of Film History

V.
Film Theory:  Form and Function

VI.
Media:  In the Middle of Things

